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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER ?

Rev. D. C. Mathews, Houston, III.

Israel had for the second time been

brought to the borders of the promised

land. Their great leader, Moses, remem-

bering the keen disappointment of their

failure to enter in and take possession

of the land on that former occasion, was

especially watchful against any sin in the

people that might again exclude them

from the promised inheritance. He did

not wish to repeat the forty years’ ex-

perience in the wilderness. So when

two of the tribes, Gad and Reuben, pro-

posed to settle in the land already con-

quered to the east of the Jordan and not

to go over with their brethren into the

land of Canaan, Moses was at once fear-

ful lest it was the beginning of another

rebellion which should provoke the anger

of Jehovah and bring His judgments

upon them, and without waiting to hear

their full proposition, he sharply re-

proves them for discouraging the hearts

of their brethren and reminds them of

the sin of their fathers and how pro-

voked God had been with them, so that

He had destroyed all that generation in

the wilderness. He challenges them

with the question, “Shall your brethren

go to war, and shall ye sit here?”

There is a clear analogy between the

position of Israel on the borders of

Canaan with the Lord’s command to go

in and conquer and possess the land and

the position of the Christian Church in

the world with the Saviour’s command to

go forward and conquer the world and

possess it for Christ. Many are to he

found in the Church who are willing to

rest satisfied with what has already b6en

attained, and who are unwilling to join

in the effort necessary for the conquest

of the rest of the world. To such the

Lord is saying, “Shall your brethren go

to war, and shall ye sit here at your

ease ? Wherefore discourage ye the

hearts of My people from going forward

to the work which I have assigned

them ?”

One of the great discouragements

which weighs most heavily on the hearts

of the missionaries is the easy indiffer-

ence of their brethren at home. The
missionary, at the forefront of the battle,

sacrifices much, he endures much of

hardness as a good soldier of Jesus

Christ, and all willingly and gladly; hut

he is just a little discouraged to come
home and find his brethren living in

comfort and ease, enduring none of the

hardness, and few of them willing to

make any real sacrifice for the cause.

Let us see if this searching question has

any application to ourselves: “Shall,

your brethren go to war, and shall ye

sit here?”

The war which Israel was charged to

wage was for the complete conquest of
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the land of Canaan and the utter ex-

termination of the heathen nations oc-

cupying it, because the cup of their in-

iquity was full, and lest, if any be

allowed to remain, they should prove a

snare to Israel, teaching them the ways

of the heathen. The war to be waged

by the Christian Church is for the com-

plete subjugation of the world to Christ,

and for the utter destruction of all evil.

This is a broader program than what we

usually understand by the missionary

work of the Church. It more nearly

corresponds with what is meant by the

full establishment of the Redeemer’s

kingdom in the world. The distinctive-

ly missionary work of the Church is

but one department, though a most im-

portant one, of the great work.

The conquest of the world for Christ

should be thorough. The Church should

not rest while a single heathen nation

remains unevangelized, nor even while

there remains a single unsaved individ-

ual in the world. The Church cannot

afford to tolerate or compromise with

evil in any form or degree, lest it result

in her own corruption, just as the spar-

ing of the Canaanitish nations resulted

in the corruption of Israel. The Church

has too often been corrupted in this very

way. She has absorbed multitudes of

half-converted heathen who have brought

in with them many of their heathen

rites and observances. The Church’s

business is to teach every creature in all

the world to observe all things

,

whatso-

ever Jesus has said.

The land which Israel was to subdue

was inhabited by strong, warlike peo-

ples. They were far better skilled in

war, better equipped for war, and far

outnumbered Israel, and many of them

were of gigantic stature and strength.

Moreover, they were strongly fortified

with walled cities, castles and towers.

To enter upon the conquest of such a

land, the whole force of the nation of

Israel was needed, and even then the

task would be hopeless without the in-

tervention of the Lord their God who
had promised to be with them and to

give them success.

This may serve as a figure of the task

which is set before the Church in the

conquest of the world. It is no small

undertaking. It is not simply the pro-

claiming of a single great truth to all

the world. That might be accomplished

in a comparatively short time. It is the

teaching of the whole truth to the whole

world, not simply so that all may know
it, but so that all shall obey it : “Teach-

ing them to observe all things whatsoever

I have said unto you.” This is a stu-

pendous task—a task to call forth the

best, the united efforts of the whole

Church, and then hopeless without the

Divine power working through the

Church.

The world was in the hands of the

powers of darkness. The Prince of

darkness held it in almost complete sub-

jection. It was not altogether an idle

boast when Satan offered to give the

Saviour all the kingdoms of the world

upon certain conditions. While he might

not be able to actually turn them over

or to give a clear title to them, yet he

held them in actual possession. Regal

thrones were thrones of iniquity. Idola-

trous practices were firmly established.

Demons were worshipped, and the abom-

inations of heathenism everywhere pre-

vailed. There were giants in sin, men
mighty to do evil, and strong to resist

the right. . Such was the state of the

world when Jesus appeared to destroy

the works of the devil, and established

His church and gave it His great commis-

sion to conquer the world.

And now, after nineteen centuries, we
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find a large portion of the earth still un-

conqnered—still in the hands of the

enemy and under the dominion and

power of Satan. There are hundreds of

millions still in total darkness in heathen

lands, and even in the lands
,
which have

been most fully conquered we find a

lamentable mixing of the seed of the

serpent among the children of God to

the weakening and perverting of the

forces of righteousness. In the so-called

Christian lands, we find that Satan is per-

mitted to maintain institutions which

hear the brand of hell, but which are

sanctioned and authorized by law.

Truly it is a task which calls for a

united Christendom; not necessarily for

an organic union, but for a united effort

—a concerted movement of all the vari-

ous divisions of the Lord’s great army.

There are encouraging signs of a more

systematic forward movement all along the

line. The problems of missions are

studied as never before
; the work is

more systematically laid out, more

equitably distributed, and more efficient-

ly undertaken.

What is true of the Church in gen-

eral with reference to the world prob-

lems of missions is true in particular of

our own little Church with reference to

the mission fields which she occupies and

to which she is expected to give the

gospel. It is a stupendous task. The
bigotry of Mohammedanism, the ignor-

ance and superstition of heathenism, and

the fanaticism of a false Christianity

must all he combated in our field in the

Levant. The very extent of the field in

China, which has been practically

doubled by the taking over of an ad-

jacent field, makes it apparent that the

whole force of the Church is needed for

this great work.

If then the whole force of the Church,

which is the Lord’s army for the con-

quest of the earth, is needed for this con-

flict, it follows that every part of that

army and every soldier in it should do

his part. “England expects every man
to do his duty,” was the cry of the heroic

Lord Nelson as he joined battle with

the enemy’s fleet; and the battle-cry to-

day might well be, “The Church expects

every man to do his duty,” nay it may he

said, “The Lord of hosts expects every

man to do his duty.” This was the

argument which Moses used with the two

tribes of Israel: “You are expected to

do your duty. Shall ye sit here, while

3
Tour brethren go to war?”

The charge to conquer Canaan and

drive out and destroy the inhabitants

was laid upon the whole nation of

Israel, and was equally binding upon each

tribe and upon every man in every tribe

of Israel, at least in proportion to his

strength and ability. Each one was

under obligation to consecrate his utmost

power to the accomplishment of this

end. Not to do so was to be recreant

to duty and directly disobedient to God.

The charge to evangelize the world is

laid upon the whole Church of God, and

is binding upon every division of that

Church and upon every individual mem-
ber. To fail to do our part is to be

recreant to a solemn duty and disobedient

to the Master’s last command.

The failure of two whole tribes and

another half tribe, which seems to have

joined them later, to go over for the con-

quest of the land would reduce the

numerical strength of the Israelitish

army at least one-fifth. Remembering
that it was already inferior in numbers

and equipment, such a defection would

he most disheartening. So it discourages

and disheartens the whole Church when
any of the divisions of the Church be-

gin to retrench or abandon their mis-

sionary enterprises.
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Noav it may be said that our Church

is so small and the work we can do so

insignificant that it makes little differ-

ence whether we keep it up or not; our

influence amounts to nothing. But we

are not so small as the Church to which

Christ gave the command to go into all

the world and preach the gospel to every

creature. The whole Church then was

in number about equivalent to an aver-

age congregation in the Covenanter

Church at the present time. Another

fact which we should remember is that

the real inspiration to zeal and devotion

in any great cause has usually come

from the smaller bodies to the larger.

It is the heroic, self-sacrificing labors of

some little handful that has fired the en-

thusiasm of the great hosts. The patri-

otic blood of multitudes of all national-

ities has been quickened by the story of

Leonidas and his 300 Spartan braves at

the pass of Thermopylae. Whose pulse

does not beat quicker at the recitation of

“The Charge of the Light Brigade”?

The patriotic, liberty-loving citizens of

this country were thrilled with the story

of the heroism of John Brown and his

little company of martyrs, and his soul

went marching on in the great hosts

which were mustered for crushing the

institution of human slavery.

It is possible for a very small body to

exert an influence far out of proportion

to its numerical strength, and we are

persuaded that this has been true with

reference to our own Church, both in her

missionary and reform work. It might

be said to her, “Your zeal hath pro-

voked very many”; only the word “pro-

voked” is here used in a good sense and

is translated in the R. V. “stirred up.”

What then if we allow our zeal to abate ?

Will we not lose our influence in this re-

gard? And will we not discourage the

whole Church and disappoint our Lord
and lose our crown?

The rebuke which Moses administers

to these two tribes implies that it would
have been supreme selfishness for them
to have settled down there and left their

brethren to go on and conquer the land

of Canaan for themselves. The land

which, they were claiming to the east of

the Jordan had been conquered by the

whole army. Now if the other tribes

had helped them conquer this territory,

they in turn ought to help their brethren

conquer a territory in which they might

dwell. It is as if Moses had said,

“Shame on j^ou for wanting to take such

an unfair advantage of your brethren.”

For any people or Church which has

itself received the gospel to sit down to

their own enjoynlent of it with no effort

to extend it to the rest of the world is

supreme selfishness. We ought to re-

member that we are ourselves the fruits

of the missionary efforts of the faithful

in generations past. We are the children

of heathen ancestors, and would prob-

ably be in heathenism to-day, without the

light and hope which we now enjoy, had

it not been for the missionary zeal of

those who gave the gospel to our fathers.

This fact places us under a great obliga-

tion—a great debt of gratitude. We
cannot pay that debt directly to those

who have done us ' the service. They

have received the recompense of the re-

ward, far greater than we could possibly

bestow. But it is ours to pass on the

benefit to others. “Freely ye have re-

ceived, freely give.”

The Governor of Shansi, an important province of China, has issued a manifesto,

signed by his cabinet, as well as himself, advocating the formation of a Chinese Chris-

tian Church .—Men and Missions.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Asia Minor, Mersina.—Our readers will

enjoy a letter about the work, dated Feb.

2 , 1914, from Rev. R. E. Willson:

Mr. McFarland and I returned to-day

from Adana, where we had been holding

communion last Sabbath, and I must take

a few moments to-night to tell you of the

pleasant time we had there.

We went on Friday, and held the usual

preparatory services Friday and Satur-

day evenings. The attendance at the ser-

vices has been steadily increasing for some

time past, and other signs of awakening

interest. On Friday evening our little

room was filled to its capacity, and

Brother McFarland gave them many
things to think about in his fine sermon

on the words of Paul: “0 wretched man
that I am ! Who shall deliver me from the

body of this death ? I thank God through

Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 7, 24-25)

.

At the close of this service we had our

meeting for the examination of appli-

cants. There were six present at this

meeting who asked for admission to fel-

lowship of our Church, and also two others

applied who Were not able to be present

at that meeting-. They were the wife and

son of one of the six present for examina-

tion, and these three had been members

of the Protestant Church in Ma.rdin. After

the examination, the six were received,

five on the profession of their faith in

Christ alone for salvation, and the other

on examination and certificate.

Four of those received on profession

were from the Jacobite sect, and the fifth

from the Syrian Catholic. You may re-

member us writing after the communion
in Adana last year of a man having joined

with us who had been a drunkard and

gambler, but who had for a year or more

left the old life and was seeking strength

from the Master to live for Him. The

one who came in now from the Syrian

Catholic was this man’s wife, and it was

good to see the joy in this man’s face when

his wife also was received into the Church.

The two who were, not able to be with us

at this meeting met with us the next day,

and were accepted on examination and cer-

tificate. This made a total accession of

eight, almost doubling our number there,

and on Sabbath morning there were

twenty-two gathered about the little table

in the upper room to celebrate again the

memorial of the Redeemer’s love. Truly,

it was a day of great joy, as the ex-gambler

was heard to exclaim over and over. The

evident interest, and the absorbing atten-

tion throughout the services was a great

inspiration to the speakers, and there

were many evidences that the gospel was

the same old power of God to salvation,

and that the Holy Spirit was present to

awaken men to a sense of their need.

There was also the baptism of three

children on the afternoon of the Sabbath.

The evangelist has been holding evening

prayer meetings, in the home of one of the

members, whose house is in quite another

section of the town from the mission

house. These meetings have been well at-

tended and considerable interest has been

manifested. After the service on Sabbath

morning, we were told of three young men
who had been attending these meetings

and had accepted the teaching of the truth

and had come to see the folly of trusting

in our own merits for salvation.

They rose early on the Sabbath and an-

nounced their purpose to go early to the
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church for examination and accept the

truth openly. However, they were in-

duced to wait, since the time was so short

and they could afterward learn still more
of the doctrine and be ready to take their

stand at the next communion.

The school has opened up and is going

on without interruption, although quite

small as yet. We are not surprised at

that, however, and in fact, we think it

just as well to start in a small way, and

not to attract too much attention at first.

The small-pox seems to have pretty well

disappeared.

All the Circle well here, and all busy

with the routine of duties. We are look-

ing forward to having Dr. Peoples and

family with us this week, although we
have had no word from them.

•

'**

Under date of Feb. 6, 1914, Eev. A. J.

McFarland writes of the communion at

Adana:

You and your readers will want to hear

about the Adana communion, and lest

others may not give you an account of it

more readable than mine, I will at least

give you some of the main items. The

evangelist, one of our most spiritually

minded and consecrated workers, had been

holding meetings for some time before

Brother Willson and I arrived on the

scene. And the Spirit had been working

with him. We therefore had a good meet-

ing on Friday evening, to which I tried

to portray something of the wretchedness

of the sinner as presented by Paul. Sat-

urday it rained all day and into the night,

and the streets were like a hog-pen, yet

most of the people came in their scanty

clothing and slipper-like shoes with pieces

of pitch wood for torches to light their

way. And they sat with manifest interest

through Mr. Willson’s sermon on the

“Unchangeableness of Christ” and my ex-

planation of the terms of communion and

the examination of candidates, which fol-

lowed. Eight new members were received

after a most satisfactory examination.

Three of them had been members in the

Mardin Mission of the American Board.

The other five were adults .from the

Jacobite Catholics. One of them was the

wife of the reformed drunkard, whom we
had received a year ago. His life and

teaching have borne this blessed fruit in

his home this first year.

Twenty-two sat at the table on Sabbath

after hearing quite a thorough explana-

tion of the words of institution by Mr.

Willson. A sermon by your correspondent

on “Christian Co-operation” in the after-

noon closed the season, so far as formal

services were concerned, but we had quite

a few in for the evening to talk and wor-

ship with us. The subject of conversa-

tion naturally was the contrast between the

teaching and practice of their old re-

ligious teachers and* the new. The evange-

list told of one of the most vivid recollec-

tions of his childhood being a visit of

their priest to their poor home after his

father’s death to ask what his poor mother

was going to give for prayers or masses to

secure peace to the departed spirit of her

husband. The mother said, “Father, we

are very poor, and I do not see how I can

give anything. The few sheep which the

wild beasts have left are becoming fewer

every day, and I do not know how I can

find bread for my little ones.” But there

was a piece of carpet on the floor, which

was all the bedding they had, and at night

they would lie down on one side of it and

pull the other part up over them for cov-

ering. The priest, glancing at this car-

pet, said, “This will do for the present.”

And, notwithstanding the protests of the

poor widow, he deliberately folded up the

carpet and walked off with it.

One of our adherents in Adana had

been visited by his priest recently, and
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asked the priest if he would not read some

to them from the Bible. Asked him what

harm there could be in that. The priest

looked at him very severely and said:

“That is the spirit of Protestantism. Be-

ware, or you will endanger your soul.”

We found our brethren of the American

Board at Adana greatly elated over the

offer of an Englishman to give them

$5,000 for a Y. M. 0. A., for which they

have been planning and praying for some

time, the offer being good for a year and

on condition that $1,000 be raised in

Adana itself (which has already been

subscribed), and $10,000 in America and

Europe. Such a work is greatly needed

in Adana, which has many places to ruin

young men, especially since the Germans

have brought in their beer, but practically

no place for a young man to spend his

evenings in a safe and wholesome manner.

Our own young men there are greatly

pleased at the prospect. We are hoping

and praying for the success of the enter-

prise. The brethren see almost insuper-

able obstacles in the way of getting the

ten thousand, but they are going at it with

faith and works worthy of victory.

Dr. Peoples and family arrived safe

and well this morning. Had a beautiful

day and calm sea to assist their comfort-

able landing. Had hoped Mrs. McFar-

land would be with them, as they came by

way of Latakia, but Miss Wylie pleaded

so hard for her to remain that she yielded,

although Mrs. Crawford had come with a

graduate nurse from Beirut to help. Mrs.

McFarland has been there a month. Dr.

P. thinks nothing but an X-ray examina-

tion at Beirut will determine how serious

her condition is. They hope, therefore, to

take her to the hospital there on the

French the first of next week if the

sea is calm enough to get her aboard. They

got her to the ship’s ladder once before,

but could not get her on board on account

of the' rolling of the ship, as they had her

on a stretcher. Probably you have all this

direct from them, however. Or perhaps

I am telling more than they wish made
public at present.

China, Do Sin^.—In a letter dated

South China, Jan. 23, 1914, Bev. Ray
Taggart tells the

.

story of a recent wed-

ding in his parish:

Next Monday is Chinese New Year’s

Day, and as the Chinese are all busy get-

ting ready for it, there does not seem to

be much left for us to do but write letters.

But since you have delicately suggested

that we might do a little more of this,

perhaps no apologies are necessary—at

least at the beginning.

The writer has recently been initiated

into some new experiences—not new to

others, but new to me. One of these was a

Chinese wedding, or was it a foreign wed-

ding Chinahed? As it was in one of our

Christian homes in Do Sing, it fell to me
to perform the ceremony. This was pre-

ceded by a feast about 4 o’clock in the

afternoon, at which the bride was not

present, and the groom was servant of all.

Nearly all of the guests were those who

had professed Christ at Do Sing. The

feast consisted of several things, some of

them no doubt containing twenty-seven or

more ingredients from all parts of the

known world. No attempt at description

will be made. It must have all been

edible, else what became of it? That it

was not all digestible, one witness at least

is willing to testify. As the bridal parade

was not due for some time after the feast,

some of us took advantage of the interval

to go and hold some of the preparatory

services for the leper communion. Some-

thing like the following might have been

clipped from the Do Sing Sun if there

were such a thing:

“As the veil of night was descending
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over the home of the groom’s parents, in

the distance was heard the strains of

Lohengrin, sweetly played on clanging

brass and sounding cymbal. Nearer and

nearer it came, until the bridal chair was

safely deposited on the sidewalk. Just as

one grand-dame succeeded in getting the

door of the chair untangled, a second one

deposited a pan of burning coals directly

in front of the chair. The bride, no doubt

blushing under the mask that she wore,

emerged and stepped lightly and graceful-

ly (it was some three feet in diameter)

across the coals and was escorted to the

altar. Both bride and groom wore clothes

conventional in cut and color. The cere-

mony was such as had never before been

seen in Do Sing, and an interested group

of spectators filled the doorwa}^, two deep.

Ushers were unnecessary, and yet most of

the available space was filled. A foreigner,

Pastor Taggart, performed the ceremony

in broken Chinese. This ceremony was

after this manner: The happy couple

stood directly in front of the pastor, while

he explained the meaning and origin of

marriage. The groom then suddenly

whirled around and executed some fancy

gyrations, meanwhile seizing the hand of

the bride. When he again attained stable

equilibrium, each of them in turn prom-

ised to love, cherish, etc., until either the

one or the other should leave the world.

After a prayer to the true God, they re-

ceived the congratulations of many admir-

ing friends.”

Mrs. Taggart has asked me if I am not

going to turn over the fee, and glad was I

to assure her that it was hers, for the

groom’s father borrowed four dollars from

me for the occasion.

On the two days following the leper

communion was held. Fortunately, the

weather was favorable, for all these exer-

cises are outdoors on the river bank. Five

professed Christ, and received baptism;

and twelve lepers, two Chinese helpers

and myself, observed the Lord’s Supper.

Every leper member was present; how
many can show such a record? Leprosy

is apt to attack any part of the body, and
among those who sat at the table were

some who had eyes, ears, nose, voice, toes,

or intellect, partially or totally destroyed.

We were not a goodly company in one

sense of the word, but we hope that we all

trusted in Christ to cover our blemishes.

The following Sabbath was our com-

munion in the chapel at Do Sing. We
turned Free Methodist to the degree of

giving the evening meetings over to testi-

mony by the brethren. All of these meet-

ings were good, but the best one was Sat-

urday evening, when the subject was

“What has Jesus done for us since our

last communion?” Nearly every one

spoke. Taai So spoke of how the Heaven-

ly Father had answered her prayer in pro-

viding money for' fixing up the lepers’

boats, and how also He had put it into

the hearts of others to give her money for

the extra clothing she needed in traveling

up and down the river. Hon Shaang told

of how God had protected him individu-

ally, and how He had protected his church

at Do Sing, for when the native preacher

there had died, he had thought his place

could not be filled, but that there had been

preaching every day, and another man had

promised to take up the work. Another A
told of how God had enabled him to en-

dure persecution in his native town, and

when he had taken the idols away from

his uncle’s house, the uncle said he would

have to be responsible for any evil that

came to the house, but that evil had not

come. Another said that one of the Chris-

tians in Fung Chuen had been sick, and

men said he would die because he was a

Christian, but that he had recovered. And
so I might go on through other testimony,

and perhaps some of them would seem
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childish to you, but except ye become as

little children, ye shall not see the King-

dom of God. If we could see God’s hand

more in the simple things of our every

day life, would we not be nearer to the

Kingdom ?

AT HOME.

THE PASSING OF CLIFFORD WRAY.
On Monday evening, Jan. 26, 1914,

there passed away from earth to the rest

and reward of heaven, one of the most vig-

orously active members of the Second Re-

formed Presbyterian Church, of New
York. Born June 1, 1881, dedicated to

God in baptism, Oct. 16 of the same year,

and received to the privileges of active

membership in the Church, Oct. 7, 1895,

Clifford Wray showed himself always and

everywhere loyal to the cause of Christ,

and possessed of unusual qualifications for

leadership in Christian service. The high

esteem in which he was held in the com-

munity is seen in his being chosen at an

early age to the office of ruling elder, in

the large number in attendance upon his

funeral services, who had been associated

with him in Bible study, outside of the de-

nomination with which he was identified,

and in appreciative addresses and minutes

commending his character and life-work.

MINUTE OF SESSION.

At the meeting of the Session of the

Second Reformed Presbyterian Church of

New York, on Feb. 2, 1914, the following

resolutions were adopted

:

Whereas, The Almighty, in His infinite

wisdom, has seen fit to remove from this

Board Clifford Wray, one of its most en-

ergetic, enthusiastic and efficient mem-
bers, and one who endeared himself to

each and all through his warm and kindly

disposition. Be it

Resolved, That we, the members of this

Session, hereby express our profound sor-

row at the sudden and unexpected death

of so dear and valued a brother, one whose

intercourse not onty with this Board, but

with all with whom he came in contact,

portrayed the truly Christian man; one

whose character embraced all that was

noble and lovely in life, adorned with the

graces of patience, meekness and brotherly

kindness to a remarkable degree, and one

who performed the duties of his office with

promptness, efficiency and dignity. And
be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be spread ,

on the minutes of Session, and that an

engrossed copy be sent to the family.

(Signed)

A. A. Samson, Mod.

A. J. Browne, Clerk.



82 News of the Churches.

ESTIMATE OF HIS SUPERINTENDENCY.

To the work of the superintendency of

the Sabbath school of Second New York,

Mr. Clifford Wray brought an unbounded

enthusiasm and a capacity for work that

is rare.

Plans were eagerly sought by which the

school work might attain to the ideal, that

the boys and girls having been taught the

way of life, might walk therein and go out

into the larger organization to lengthen

the cords and strengthen the stakes of the

Lord’s house. It was Mr. Wray’s aim to

know every pupil, and to understand their

individual environment, to the end that

all constructive forces might be used in-

telligently to help forward the work of

Christian character building.

His last public utterance in Sabbath

school was to press home the importance

of decision for Christ.

Sarah E. Walker.

A FAITHFUL SERVANT AT REST.

AN APPRECIATION.

Whereas, It has pleased our heavenly

Eather in His infinite wisdom to remove

from us our beloved pastor, Dr. 0. D.

Trumbull, we desire to place on record

this word of appreciation of his life and

work.

Morning Sun Congregation was organ-

ized July, 1873. Dr. Trumbull was in-

stalled as pastor April 14, 1874, and con-

tinued in that relation to this congrega^

tion until his death, June 21, 1914, thus

rounding out a pastorate of almost forty

years. These forty years have yielded a

rich and blessed ministry.

In his life, in his home, as man among

men, as the moderator of the court of

God’s house, a counselor with the financial

board, as a pastor shepherding his flock,

and as a preacher of the gospel of Jesus

Christ, Dr. Trumbull was a man of high

excellence. He preached the Word with

clearness and power. He was a wise, gentle

and loving pastor.

He always carried himself as an ex-

sample to the flock. He was a splendid

type of Christian gentleman.

His character was beautiful with the

ornaments of divine grace. His life was

a bright light, ever casting its blessed

beams out into the darkness. He was a

man of God, a consistent influence for

good, an untiring workman, having about

all that he did, system, promptness, and

withal a keen sense of duty, his work was

always of high order. Studying always to

show himself approved of God, he proved

himself a workman that needed not to

be ashamed.

He is gone from us, but his works do

follow him. Our earnest desire and prayer

to God is that the message of his exem-

plary life may be heeded by us who re-

main, and that his blessed memory may
be a constant inspiration to follow him as

he followed his Master.

Committee.

Morning Sun, la., Feb. 17, 1914.

A TRIBUTE OF LOVE AND RESPECT.

It is with sadness that the members of

the Ladies’ Missionary Society of the R.

P. Congregation of Morning Sun, la.,

places on record a tribute of love and re-

spect to the memory of Rev. C. D. Trum-

bull, D.D.

Whereas, God, in His infinite wisdom,

has removed from us by death our be-

loved pastor, Jan. 21, 1914, we feel that

we have lost an able minister, one who ^as

earnest and conscientious in the discharge

of his duties, clear in his convictions, and

steadfast in his defense of the truth.

Sound in judgment in all matters won for

him the esteem and confidence of all.

That we have lost a faithful pastor, who

for so many years has been so faithful,

loving and sympathetic, whose consistent

and noble life has been (we trust) an in-
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spiration to follow him, even as he fol-

lowed the Lord Jesus Christ.

As a missionary society (and members

of congregation) we cherish his memory in

our hearts, and seek to manifest his ex-

ample in our lives. Through this provi-

dence, we be prompted to greater dili-

gence and faithfulness in duty; and be

admonished to be ready when the Master

cometh and calleth for us.

That we tender our sincere sympathy to

the sorrowing children, and commend
them to the love of the Saviour, Who
doeth all things well. In our sorrow, we

submit to God’s will, in the spirit of meek-

ness.

Mrs. J. W. Cavan,

Miss Martha Cannon,

Mrs. W. J. Marshall,

Committee.

MINUTE OF THE C E. SOCIETY.

The C. E. Society of Morning Sun

Congregation desire to express their ap-

preciation of the uplifting influence and

efficient leadership of their pastor, Rev.

C. D. Trumbull.

Active in helping to organize our So-

ciety, through all the years, his interest

never flagged.

He always showed a deep personal con-

cern in every young person, earnestly de-

siring that each one should become a

trained worker for the master.

We shall sorely miss our loved friend

and leader, but we will be richer for his

wise counsel, and the inspiration of his

consecrated life.

Susan Kilpatrick,

Elsie McElhinny,
Kathryn Marshall,

A Swiss paper tells of a young student on an express train between Frankfort

and Basel who sneered when he saw a church under construction in a village. “It’s

only imbeciles who attend church.”

“Then I’m an imbecile,” quietly answered one of the men who was in the same

coach with the student.

“I, too,” broke in a third traveler. “I go every Sabbath to church, and although

an imbecile, am nevertheless pTofessor in the University of Leipzig.”

Another traveler added: “I am chief counselor in the city government of Strass-

burg, and a churchgoer.”

And still another chimed in, “I’m head of the Berne gymnasium (fitting school)

and a convinced Christian.”

These imbeciles were in good company. They knew that Paul had been willing to

be called a fool for Christ’s sake. They knew that their Master had been accused of

being beside Himself. Why, then, should they refuse to let the student know that

they were of the “imbecile” party

!

And why should not we be as ready to stand by our colors when we find ourselves in

the presence of those who sneer at others who are foolish enough to love Christ.

—

Ex.

“One way . God helps is by teaching us to help ourselves.”

A single dewdrop, as it quivers on a leaf on a June morning, mirrors and reflects -

the whole blue sky
;
yet what a miniature picture it gives of that vast expanse of heavefi

!

So human fatherhood is a dewdrop which mirrors the divine Fatherhood; but it is

only a picture compressed into minutest size, and with only dim, broken reflection of

a glorious love which is infinite in its length and breadth and height and depth.—

Rev. Dr. J. R. Miller.
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MONOGRAPHS.

BARTIMEUS*
Shall I tell of “Bartimeus”? I think

no one has written him up yet. He is one

of the fruits of the Do Sing Branch.

.

Formerly he walked the streets of that

city, tapping the pavement with his cane

as he went, and with a reasonable mastery

of the art of stirring up the sympathy of

passers by. His age cannot be far from

thirty, I think. If he had the use of his

eyes he would not be dependent on what

he could beg from the people in the street

or the merchants. He used to try to get

something from the foreigners. They fol-

lowed the example of those of old who

gave not “silver or gold,” but the “such

as I have” they gave. He was not slow

to take up plain knitting, and soon could

knit washrags with a little help when he

dropped stitches. It was tedious work at

first, and I have never been quite able to

get the foreigners to make an estimate

of the actual cost of production of those

first washrags. The man had gotten a

taste of the idea of ultimate independence,

and stuck to it even if he had to be de-

pendent for a while. Now I do not mean

by that long word, just what you and I

have learned as its meaning, but that he

need not beg again if he was willing to be

diligent. He proved himself willing to

work when shown that even a blind man
might learn handicraft. As there was no

market for the washrags among the

Chinese, he was taught that only as a

stepping stone until he could learn some-

thing more marketable. Soon he was able

to learn to knit a small cap suggesting

“Joseph’s coat,” which the Chinese use

*This story is endorsed “Not for pub-

lication ” hut Olive Trees ventures to

print it for the benefit of its readers.

for their small children, and of which

they are fond. These we hope he will be

able to sell a little later, when the cold

weather comes. . Some of your readers

have at different times sent odds and ends

of various colored woolen yarns which

were put to this use, and will not only

serve to make a fellow being happy in a

partial independence, but will be a de-

light to many a proud and happy mother.

As the population of China has the repu-

tation of satisfying even ex-President

R in its rate of increase, we will

hope that he may yearly find a ready

market in the cold weather for all the caps

he can knit throughout the year. If this

was all there was to tell about “Barty,”

I would be through. When visiting at

Do Sing last year I was shown his work

and they told me how he was learning the

doctrine as well, and afterward he ap-

plied and was received into the Church.

He did his daily knitting in the chapel,

which adjoins the dispensary waiting

room, and when the meetings were held

for the women, he sat on the oth^r side

of the wall, where he could hear the les-

sons and learned them as fast as any of

the women. When the foreigners were

leaving for the coast it was arranged that

Barty should come down to Tak Hing

hospital, where there were brethren who

would be glad to teach him, and where

Tai So could be at hand to help him pick

up his dropped stitches. When we re-

turned and told him that the foreigners

were leaving Do Sing, he felt a little dis-

couraged, as he is attached to his old

home. We gave him the option of going

back to Do Sing and managing himself

or staying here a little longer until he

should be able to do better work. He
thought over the matter and decided that
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he was not able to be independent until

he c-ould take up his own stitches, or learn

to not drop them. Another thing that he

mentioned was that he had found Chris-

tians here who could conveniently teach

him, and at Do Sing there was no one who
had time. He said he knew so little of

the doctrine that he ought to be studying

it more.

His clothing has been of various styles

and fashions, but he is thankful for any-

thing that is given him. If in summer
you visit us, you may see him dressed in

a linen suit formerly belonging to our

senior missionary. If in cold weather, he

may add to that a warm overcoat which

has done service in medical itinerary work.

He takes some interest in his appearance,

and likes to keep his clothes clean. It

was amusing to note that when the linen

suit was given to him and some odds and

ends - of buttons put at his disposal to

supply the lacking, he was particular to

find out which were nearest alike and of

proper shade of color. He really is no-

body’s fool. Once in a while his old pow-

ers of persuasion are resurrected, and he

tries them on us to obtain some desired

end. He suggested to Dr. Wright that it

would be very desirable for him to have

a separate kitchen, so that he need not

have to cook with others, especially with

the patients. The fact of the matter is he

has not a place he can call his own, but

he could see that the hospital' was in-

tended especially for patients, and that he

could scarcely expect to have a special dis-

pensation for his comfort. We had asked

those in charge of the school for the blind

in Canton if they would receive one as

old as he, and they said they could not

receive a man so old, as they have not yet

any male teacher trained. He was in-

terested when he heard of the plan to

teach blind people to read. The occasion

of his hearing it was on this wise: Not

having sold his products, lie has to be

supplied with a certain amount each

week, which would later be accounted for

when he should get his wares on the mar-

ket. He decided that he would like ’to

have his allowance increased, and made
bold to mention the matter. Instead of

increasing it, he was told of the plans in

the Canton school, and the possibility of

his even increasing his former frugality

.rather than the opposite was recommend-

ed. If he was very careful perhaps he

could by and by save up some money, so

that when there was a man or boy who

could teach, he would be ready to study,

and when he was himself master of the

method, perhaps he would feel himself

called to open a school for blind boys. At

this his face lighted up as much as it is

possible for one to light up with no

eyes, and he said, “That would make me
ten parts happy if I could ever be able to

help anybody.” He seemed inclined to

think over the matter later, for he said

lie feared he would never know enough

to be of use to his people, and even if he

was, how could he manage so great a bus-

iness. It was suggested that he might be

able to persuade some elderly widow of

his relatives to be eyes- for him, and this

did not seem to be out of the range of

possibilities. He smiled as though satis-

fied with the answer, and went on knit-

ting. He was told at the same time that

there was nothing to hinder him when he

began earning money to save up to get

himself a little home. This seemed to

give him great pleasure, even though he

assured us that that was a very remote

possibility.

He is a musician ! This piece of infor-

mation was broken gently by some con-

venient third person, and to the unbound-

ed delight of Barty, he soon received a

present of his beloved instrument from

Dr. Wright. Once in a while he would
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break out in happy strains of music, but

his attacks were rather few. This was

explained, also by third person, who said

Bartv was afraid we would object to his

taking time off his knitting. The pa-

tients were evidently delighted with the

addition of an orchestra to their former

comforts, and not infrequently when they

were sleepless at night, they would wrake

up Barty to blow a bit for them. Some-

times Barty was a little suspicious of his

fellow-men; but they all seemed to like

him and did not seem to mind any little

irregularities of trust or distrust. He has

at times thought they had helped them-

selves to his fuel, rice and other things,

but these charges have not led to any seri-

ous results. On one occasion he had a

difference with the man-of-all-work about

something, and it required all of Tai So s

ingenuity to prevent some remarks that

would be better unsaid. Even then Bar-

ty sulked for a whole day in his bed, and

‘•neither ate nor drank.” This was prob-

ably to call the attention of the authori-

ties to his ill-treatment; but the doctor

made his usual rounds without seeming

to notice anything out of the way, and the

sulks had disappeared by the next morn-

ing. The storm was over and sunshine

had again taken charge of the usually sun-

ny face, and Barty was himself again.

During the week of the communion at Do
Sing, Barty asked permission, and inci-

dentally for funds to attend. This was not

surprising, as he was enrolled there, so

lie was allowed to go. with the explana-

tion that we would have* communion a

little later and that he belonged here as

well as at Do Sing. He said he knew

that, but wanted to be present at this

communion to see who of those interested

would be received. It was afterward re-

ported that he was in constant attendance,

and when the session met he was in hear-

ing of it all. When he returned he was

enthusiastic, and told of the lepers being

received, and of the communion being ob-

served for them. Some time earlier,

when he heard that the lepers believed,

he seemed in doubt about the propriety of

their being received. This seems to have

all passed away. During our own com-

munion there were session meetings at

different times, and Barty was always

present at a respectful distance trying to

learn all the doctrine he could. He had

requested that he be allowed to have the

time off without knitting, and when asked

his reasons, he said that when he knitted

he had to count stitches or his work would

be bad, and that on that week he wanted

to be free to meditate. One day, later, he

announced that his yarn was finished and

asked for a fresh supply. When we looked

and found the last had been given out, it

meant that he would have no work to do

until some one could go up street and buy.

When we told him, he sighed and said
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there was no yarn and he conld not knit.

But when he found that he could spend

the time in playing the beloved flute (?)

he was so happy that it seemed to over-

flow to the patients, and they all rejoiced

together.

On the Sabbath preceding we were sur-

prised to hear Barty’s flute making sweet

music. We knew that Dr. Wright would

soon be down, so left to him the emer-

gency. Later we enjoyed hearing the re-

port of the interview. The doctor bade

him “Good morning,” and then gently re-

minded him that it was the Sabbath.

“Yes,” he replied, “I know it is, but I

reasoned that you had to work on Sab-

bath to comfort men’s bodies, and that if

I could do anything to comfort their hearts

it was my duty to do so.” At last the

doctor got him persuaded, and the flute

was laid aside until a week day. It was

shortly after this that he had a half day

to play to his heart’s content, and he

seemed to appreciate it greatly, as did the

patients.

Not long since we had a case from

Fung Chuen. A widow brought her son

to see if we could make him see. He is

eleven years old, and up until two months

ago could see as well as anybody, and now

is totally and hopelessly blind. When we

so explained to the poor mother, she could

scarcely be persuaded that we great for-

eign doctors could not open his eyes if she

could only touch the right chord in our

hearts. Finally the boy himself realized

the truth, and said, “Don’t you hear them

say that I cannot be healed ? That means

I am to be blind the rest of my life. Is

it not yet plain?” We had been trying to

interest them in the school for the blind,

and when they found there was absolutely

nc hope, they listened with interest; espe-

cially the boy. We invited Kit Yung Koo

tc come and show what a graduate of that

school could do. She was very gracious

and did her best, but as they do not speak

good Cantonese, she could not fully under-

stand them, nor they her. We then be-

thought us of Barty, who lives, or did, up

in that direction. He met with better

success, and with it all they became con-

siderably interested. We showed them the

caps that Barty had knitted, and other

pieces of work done by the blind. They

were so much interested, as was a large

crowd who had stopped on their way home

from church, that they asked if the caps

were for sale and “how much.” Barty

quickly replied, “We will not break the

Fourth Commandment by selling them to-

day, but I invite you to come back to-

morrow and buy. They are twenty-five

cents each.” We told them if they de-

cided to send him to Canton we would be

glad to give them a letter to Dr. Niles,

and they said they would come for it, if

they decided to send him. On the spur

of the moment, with a half-formed plan

in mind,, we added that if they should de-

cide to not send him, to come and see if

there could be a plan whereby he could

learn some work to help him earn his

living. They promised, but up to date

have not returned. No doubt the idol

gave them a discouraging answer.

After they were gone a consultation was

held with different ones concerned. Kit

Yung Koo said it would be quite proper

for her to teach so small a boy, and that

she would be happy to teach him if they

were willing to send him here. Miss Hus-

ton said she would be glad to allow him

the privileges of the women’s school in

daylight. Barty said he would be gbd

to be “big brother” to the lad, looking

after him until such time as he was able

to look after himself. And we had no

doubt that the little fellow would be glad

to bring home to Barty and teach him the

new method at night as fast as he him-

self learned it in daytime. This was a
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very fine air-castle, but as he has not re-

turned, it is so far still in the air. If it

is God's plan, He can work it out. If it

is only a human plan, it must fall through.

It served the purpose of stirring up the

investigation of our own resources, so

that when another comes it will not be

necessary to wait till he has gone to find

out what we may propose to them.

This was to have gone on the November

5 steamer, but by waiting until a later

boat there may be a photograph to go

along, which should increase its interest.

Dr. Wright is at the coast to meet Mrs.

Wright and Paul, and will probably bring

some copies of a recent photograph of

Bartv. If so, you will be pleased to see

what he looks like. When Miss Huston

finished a few prints she put a little frame

on one and presented it to Barty. She

stepped away some distance, and he

thought she was gone. He asked some

one near to tell him what it was. He
was told that it was a picture. On the

one side was the walls of a house, windows,

doors, etc., and near the middle of the

picture was a person with certain kind of

clothing. He was interested in a dignified

way, but when he was told that the per-

son was a man with a “chui siu” in his

hands, his jo}- knew no bounds, and he

called all his friends to show his treas-

ure. The donor felt well repaid for the

trouble she had taken.

One night I heard him talking on the

men’s end of the veranda about 10 P. M.,

and as Miss Adams sleeps near to that

part of the hospital, I feared she might

be kept awake by their chatter. Tiptoe-

ing across our part, my presence was not

known, and I changed my mind about

stopping the “noise,” as I found Barty

standing at the window of our private

ward, “the Blanchie Houston Memorial

Ward,” where four men were being cured

of the opium habit, and talking the doc-

trine in a very hot-hearted way. I did

not call Miss A., as I passed her door,

but next morning she said she had heard

nothing, so it was well that Barty was

left undisturbed. He is often heard dis-

cussing the Jesus doctrine with the

patients.

Hr. and' Mrs. Wright and Paul re-

turned at the expected time, and brought

the picture with them, so you may get to

see it. I am sorry you cannot hear the

smile. The picture was not the first

thought in our hearts as we looked forward

to their coming. When the hospital staff

found that a large proportion of the pa-

tients would be able to go home for rice

harvest, and knew that no one would come

in now except those too ill to work, they

wrote to Dr. Wright to take longer time,

as he had not taken his full vacation in

the summer. When we received word

that they would be back on a certain day

there was joy in the camp, and the whole

Chinese “staff” threatened to turn out

any time after midnight to meet the

steamer. Some of us foreigners asked

them if they would call us, and they said

they would be glad to if they heard the

steamer. They did not hear
t
it, but

promptly crawled out when they were

called, and there were relays of the

brethren and sisters kept meeting us here

and there as we returned from the steam-

er. The juvenile members of the foreign

community took Paul in charge, posted

him on the news of the day, and the signs

of the times, bringing him up to date on

all subjects of importance, even to the

unexcelled characteristics of a family of

puppies that live in the rear under the

special chaperonage of one Spottie, for-

merly owned by Paul, but presented dur-

ing the “late war” to a beloved friend,

who is now a student in Shanghai, but

whose brothers and sisters are tak?ng ex-

cellent care of her. That long sentence
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almost takes away my breath, and I cer-

tainly will not dare to look into either its

grammar or its logic.

All the foreigners are enjoying good

health at present. We are having good

word from the Lo Ting station. Several

days of rain have made life easier for the

gardeners, bnt the harvesters will be glad

for dry weather abont next week.

I am wondering if any one is getting

out a prayer calendar this year. A bet-

ter acquaintance with the names and sta-

tions of our missionaries and a deeper in-

terest in each one personally has been my
own experience. We need to be still more

diligent in prayer for each other.

Kate W. McBurney.
Tak Ring, China.

A fine edifice erected by infidels as a lecture hall bears upon its cornerstone the

date of its building, graven with the usual letters
—“A. D." In the year of our Lord

!

The civilized world has no other way of reckoning time. Every newspaper, book

and coin points back to the birth in the little town of Bethlehem. Ever}' history of

events before His coming points forward along the centuries to that one central event.

It is a reckoning that has come about not by decree of prelates or emperors, but the

world's acknowledgment of the Christ as the most important fact in human history.

Even those who deny Him must still do homage to Jesus of Nazareth in every legal

document they sign, in every letter they write.

—

Ex.

A teacher said a few days ago, “The last boy in my class has united with the

Church"—said it in a spirit of genuine gratitude. If all of our teachers in all of our

schools remembered always that the real aim of their teaching should be to lead the

pupils to, and on up into Christ, what gratifying results would follow. Even as it

is now, when part of the teaching force does keep this goal in mind, our schools yield

a rich harvest. Fn Methodist schools last year, for instance, there were 163,657 con-

versions. And this is only one of the numerous Protestant denominations. Greater

fidelity, clearer vision, more thorough soul-winning work would yield vastly larger re-

turns .—Christian Warid.

The health of .a human body depends upon its exhalations as well as upon its in-

halations. It is reported that a boy who was to personate a shining cherub in a play,

on being covered over with a coating of gold leaf, which entirely closed the pores of

the skin, died in consequence, before relief could be afforded.

Woe tt) the Christian who gets so gold-leafed over with his wealth that the pores

of his sympathy are shut, and the outgoing of his charity restrained. He is thence-

forth dead spiritually, though he may have a name to live.

—

Ex.

The other day I read of a photographer who had succeeded in taking a capital pho-

tograph of a mirage. A shadow of a shadow! Blessed be God, we do not have

to go to this world with a shadow, a vapor. The sins of men are real, the sorrows of

men are real, the needs of men are real, the fears of men are real, and you do not

want to go to a world like that with shadows, fictions, poetries, myths; and, blessed

be God, we do not have to. No, we go to them with a river, a river flowing out of

the depths of the eternal love and righteousness, a river of which if a man drink he

shall never thirst again.

—

W. L. Atkinson.
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IMMIGRANT FORCES.

CHAPTER III.

The New Communities.

OUTLINE.
THREE TYPES OF COMMUNITY.

I. City.

1. Those established before recent

immigration
;
amalgamated with

the original inhabitants.

2. Those practically all of foreign

birth; towns developing natural

resources.

II. Camps.

1. Public works.

2. Private industries.

3. Transportation lines.

III. Country.

1. Poles in the East.

2. Germans and Scandinavians in

the Middle West and West.

The picture of the immigrant in his

new home is a sad one, whether it be in

the great cities where they are herded to-

gether in unsanitary tenements, or in the

towns which have sprung up around cer-

tain industries, or in the movable camps.

In one of these industrial towns our book

describes the conditions under which 6,500

Poles
•

(Eoman Catholics), 600 Calvinist

Magyars, and a number of Italians and

negroes live. The streets are unpaved,

and tuberculosis prevails. In this com-

munity of 15,000 there are 150 saloons.

The Polish community has its priests, and

there is a church for the Protestant Mag-

yars, and one English-speaking Protest-

ant Church. This is a fair type of the

communities found in regions where some

natural resource is developed, and where

practically all the inhabitants are of for-

eign birth. In such centers as these, the

population is usually polyglot.

In the larger cities there are congested

racial colonies; naturally the new-comers

of each race drift to their own country-

men, where they understand the language,

and where their own customs are kept up

to a greater or less extent.

The camps are temporary in their char-

acter. Those following railroad construc-

tion move as the work extends. The con-

ditions in these camps are a disgrace to the

great companies which employ them. A
“padrone” engages the laborers for the

company, and his bills must be paid be-

fore the laborer gets anything. Pent

must be paid to the company for their

miserable shelters, at the rate of $1.00 a

week, and often these are so infested with

vermin that they are uninhabitable.

There are the lumber camps, in most of

which foreigners are rapidly taking the

place of American lumbermen. Besides

these, there are quarries, brickyards and

canneries. In these latter children as

young as four years are employed. In

only two out of 106 examined was there

any kind of recreation except that to be

found in saloons, and no religious influ-

ences. Those employed in many of these

camp industries, return in the winter to

the already congested cities.

The least unsatisfactory of all these

communities are those engaged in farm-

ing. This is largely because many of

those who come to this country come from

farms. Of 181,000 laborers, 54 per cent,

had been engaged in farming. Among

12,000 women, 44 per cent, had been en-
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gaged in the same occupation. It is not

strange then that where they have turned

their attention to agriculture they have

been successful. Accustomed to small

holdings, their farming is more intensive

than ours, and they can make more profit

on less land. The Poles are particularly

successful in this line.

Like those of the city and camp, these,

too, are inclined to segregation. They

have their own social life, and take little

or no part in civic affairs. The Poles are

mostly Roman Catholics and have their

priests and churches, and most of their

children attend the parochial schools. In

many places the}' have imbibed the Amer-

ican spirit to such an extent that they are

inclined to assert the rights of the laity

to manage the monetary affairs of their

congregations.

When we see the conditions under which

they live who are factors in what we call

our national prosperity, it should occasion

in us searchings of heart,* as it concerns

our responsibility for the welfare, tem-

poral and spiritual, of these strangers

within our gates.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT.
PAUL’S STORY OF HIS OWN LIFE AND

ITS APPLICATION.

Acts 22, 3-15.

Parallels.—Acts -26, 4-5; 26, 9-11; 26,

19-20; I. Cor. 4, 17; Col. 1, 7; Acts 5,

29; 16, 10; Heb. 5, 8; Jas. 1, 25 ;
John

15, 9; Gral. 6, 9; Rev. 3, 11.

Questions.—Where was Paul born ?

Where was he educated? What was his

belief? Where was he when Stephen was

stoned? How~ far was he to blame for

that ? Could he have prevented it ? Why
did he go to Damascus ? What hap-

pened to him on the way? How did he

spend the rest of his life? How many

missionary journeys did he make? What

good did he do in the different cities he

visited? What happened to him during

his last visit at Jerusalem? Where was

he sent? Why was he sent to Rome?
How long was he there? How did he

pass the time?

We have a mission at Tarsus, the birth-

place of Paul. He was educated at

Jerusalem, and as a young man was a

bitter enemy of Christ. At Damascus the

Lord met him, and as a result, his life

was completely changed. His prompt

obedience is a fine principle to be fol-

lowed in life. His perseverance is also to

be an incentive for us. He wrote, “I press

forward toward the mark of the high call-

ing of God in Christ Jesus.” We see his

efforts in his prison life, as he wrote let-

ters to the churches and urged them to

right living.

Perhaps his message to Timothy is the

one for the young to remember, as it will

affect the whole life. “Study to show thy-

self approved of God, a workman that

needeth not to be ashamed.”

COMRADES FROM OTHER LANDS.

CHAPTER VI.

CHILDREN IN CANNERIES.

Have you ever heard of the Alaska In-

dian who had been amazed at the articles

that came to his missionary enclosed in

tin ? When he first heard the new phono-

graph give a familiar hymn he exclaimed,

“Him canned missionary.”

Have you ever thought of the tin cans

containing foodstuffs that come into our

homes? Well, much of the work is done

by our foreign “comrades.” Ho machin-

ery can string and snap beans as children’s

little fingers can do it. Children from

two years of age up to fourteen are found

working in the factories, sometimes from

early morn until midnight. These chil-

dren are chiefly Italians and Poles. Some-

times a whole family of children will fall

asleep while the parents keep on as long

as the beans hold out. These workers are
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often obtained by the padrone and located

in homes “no better than chicken houses/
5

one writer says. How are the sardines

and herrings canned? By children un-

der fourteen year& of age. The season

begins in April and lasts until Decem-

ber. The children come at the call of the

whistles, whether at morning, noon or late

night. All the catch must be canned, and

they sometimes work fifteen hours at a

stretch, earning from eight to twelve cents

per day.

Oysters and cranberries are prepared by

children also. A five-year-old earns five

cents a day taking the shells off oysters.

Even the babies pick cranberries, and the

bogs are wet and the mosquitoes bad as

the padrones.

There are efforts put forth by the

Bureau of Industries and Immigration to

help these little ones; but it Avas only or-

ganized in 1910.

We cannot expect good citizens from

these foreigners if we do not care for

the children. “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay doAvn his life for

his friends .

55

Mrs. R. W. Wallace.

OUR JEWISH MISSION.

The Avords of the Apostle Paul in

Romans 10, 1, “My heart’s desire and

prayer to God for Israel is that they

might be saved/5 must be the daily in-

centive for earnest work among the

HebreAV people.

Discouragements are many and varied,

but if they are used simply as stepping

stones to renewed effort after receiving

grace and strength from effectual prayer,

they serve a peculiar help, and are not to

be deplored in the end.

E. A. Blair and the writer have not

been long enough in the work here to talk

from experience. The Mission is located

right in the heart of the Russian Jewish

settlement in this city. We have found

that many of these people have been here

but a feAv Aveeks or months, and are there-

fore unacquainted Avith the English lan-

guage. As we know nothing of the Yid-

dish, we are dependent upon the children

who have been attending the Public

Schools to interpret for us. This is not

the least discouraging feature of our work.

The children take an active interest, and

they do encourage us greatly by * their

knoAvledge of what is being taught them.

Their minds are receptive, and learning

Scripture texts, such as the Beatitudes,

the Golden Texts of the Sabbath School

lessons and the Lord5
s Prayer, seem no

effort for them.

We do have opposition and annoyance

at times from the boys in the neighbor-

hood.

The attendance at the Sabbath School

varies. The first Sabbath we had sixteen

children present, and one day Ave had

forty-eight present, which was the highest

number thus far. They enjoAr the seAving

classes, both girls and boys being inter-

ested
;
the girls seAV on articles of clothing,

while the boys are taught to braid rag

rugs.

On Saturday afternoons the Mercy

Band, meets from 2 to 3 o’clock. This

has not been long organized, but Ave hope

will prove a benefit to the children. These

meetings are well attended. At times it

becomes necessary to send some of them

home, when we find them ungovernable.

We are, as a rule, welcomed when we

visit the homes, and often asked to re-

peat the Ansit soon. Tracts and God’s

Word are given to them. They are anx-

ious to hear the Bible stories also.

One Sabbath evening recently a young

JeAvi&h convert came to the Mission, and

after Mr. Blair’s sermon, introduced him-

self as Frank Mueller. He told us the

story of his conversion, after we had
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asked if he was a believer. It was a re-

markable story. He at once talked with

four young Jews, with whom Mr. Blair

and Mr. Ralph Duncan had been discuss-

ing in regard to the Messiah. Mr. Muel-

ler advised them to accept the Yiddish

New Testament, and read it carefully, as

the Old Testament was not complete with-

out the New, nor the New without the

Old Testament,

Mr. Blair invited him to return to the

Mission and give a talk in Yiddish. He
promised to do so, and on Friday even-

ing and Saturday afternoon, Jan. 30 and

31, he spoke in Yiddish to quite a num-

ber of Jews. On Sabbath evening, Feb. 1,

he spoke in English, and impressed his

audience greatly. His words were force-

ful, and ’ his address thoroughly under-

stood by the Christian friends.

Mr. Mueller says it is easier to give his

testimony to the Gentiles than to his own

people, for he says they are so difficult to

reach
;
but says he has resolved to seek to

reach his own people. He cited Moses’

and Isaiah’s reluctance to respond to their

call.

The rejecting of the Talmud and the

Rabbinical Writings and reading of the

New Testament, along with the Old Tes-

tament, he believes will enable the Jew to

learn that our Saviour is their true Mes-

siah.

“God’s arm is not shortened that it can-

not save, nor His ear heavy that it cannot

hear.” Pray for us.

Annie Forsyth,

Visiting Missionary.

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT.

It was a little shop with a rough, home-

made sign, and it stood in an old English

village more than a hundred years ago. It

was a very busy place. All day long the

cobbler sat at his bench mending shoes,

and at night the shop became a school

room, and the shoemaker by day became

the schoolmaster at night.

But the strangest thing in that cobbler’s

shop was on the wall just over the bench.

It was made of great pieces of brown

paper pasted together, and was so large

that it covered almost that side of the

wall. All over it were pasted clippings

cut from papers, with here and there a

sentence in writing or a few lines drawn

with pen or pencil. Had you asked the

cobbler what it was, he might have turned

to you with a smile and said, “That?

Why, that is my map of the world.” And
sure enough, it was a map of the world;

but instead of mountains, and rivers, and

cities, you would have found facts about

the people living in various parts of the

earth. Over there on the coast of New
Zealand, you might have read of a people

who were horrible cannibals. Down there

in Tierra del Fuego, you would have read

that the people “seem to be the outcasts

of humanity.” While on our own great

continent were many facts about the man-

ners, customs and beliefs of the numerous

tribes of Indians wandering over our

great West. Yes, it was a map of the

world, but a map of the people rather

than of lakes and mountains and rivers.

Then looking a little closer into that

cobbler’s shop, you might have seen on

the bench in front of the shoemaker an

open Bible. It was a well-worn Bible and

almost of its own accord it would open

at the last chapter of Mark. Reading

down that chapter, we come to the com-

mand, “'Go ye into all the world and

preach the gospel,” and as the cobbler

read those words he might have paused

and asked himself, “What does my Master

mean when He says, ‘all the world’?”

and then, as he lifted his eyes to the map,

he knew. In the Bible was the com-

mand; on the map the great need of the

people of the world for the gospel was
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clearly shown, and William Carey’s Bible

and his map together told him of the great

world-wide work to be done.

To-day, there is scarcely a person en-

tering onr church doors who has not free

access to the Bible if he does not already

own one
;
but what about our maps of the

world? What do we know of the needs

of the people in the world to-day? What
do we know of the needs of the people in

our own land, at our very doors, those

about Fifth and Catherine Streets, for ex-

ample ? It has been said that just in pro-

portion as the need of the world for the

gospel is brought to- the heart of the

Christian, in that proportion is the mis*

sionary spirit manifest.

The various ways and means, by which

the need of the world is brought to the

Christian, we speak of to-day as mission-

ary education. What are we doing along

the line of missionary education?

The first and best place to begin is the

home. In no home should the subject of

missions be a strange topic. Every month

our missionary magazine, Olive Trees,

brings to our doors the latest news from

mission fields, and no Covenanter family

can afford to be without that magazine.

David Livingstone’s home was very poor

as the world counts riches, but his father

was a man who always kept himself and

his family well informed as to the progress

of Christ’s Kingdom, and to-day the world

can never repay the debt it owes to David

Livingstone.

After the home, we naturally look to

the Church, and the Sabbath school as the

next place for missionary education.

What are we doing in our Sabbath schools ?

In the International Westminster Graded

Sabbath School Lessons there is an excel-

lent series of lessons on the lives of the

great pioneer missionaries, and I know

from having used them what they may
mean to a boy of twelve; but whether the

Graded Lessons are used or not, many
Sabbath schools are devoting one day a

month to the cause of missions, a live mis-

sionary from the field taking charge of the

exercises as often as possible.

After the Sabbath school comes the

Young People’s Society. Here there are

many ways for fostering the missionary

spirit, but the three principal ones are

by means of the missionary prayer meet-

ing, through missionary reading, and by

means of a study class.

I have received reports from many so-

cieties in West Philadelphia and in every

live society, almost without exception,

where the missionary committee takes

charge of the meetings they are said to be

among the most interesting and inspiring

of the whole year. The missionary books

of to-day are not dry reading. I am not

speaking now of text-books, and a dis-

tinction should be made. For example, if

you wish to make a study of the immi-

grant question, take the latest text-book

on the subject: “Immigrant Forces,” by

Mr. Shriver; but if you do not wish to

make such a detailed or thorough study,

by all means take such a book as Mary
Antin’s “The Promised Land,” or one of

Edward Steiner’s, and you will find it

mighty interesting reading. Just as an

incentive to missionary reading, the Phil-

adelphia Union Committee opens every

year a reading contest, and I have heard

persons testify that their first real inter-

est in missions came as the result of read-

ing a book, just because they were desir-

ous that their own society should make a

good showing in the contest.

The third, and perhaps the best, means

of fostering the missionary spirit in a

Young People’s Society is through a mis-

sion study class. In it six or a dozen per-

sons meet for a certain number of even-

ings to study some particular subject.

(Concluded on page 96.)
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
In the .March issue of Olive Trees we

noted that Miss Wylie had been taken to

Beirut Jan. 23, to enter the hospital there

under Dr. Ward's care. But the sea was so

rough that she could not be taken on board

the boat. As Mr. Edgar says in a letter

dated Jan. 31: “It was so rough at the

ladder of the steamer after our trip out in

the little boat that we could not get near

it with the stretcher. We had hoped that

perhaps the captain would lift the

stretcher upon the hoists. But he would

not take her unless she could be carried on

board. This was impossible so we had to

return, and had all our labor for nought.

She was very tired the next day. And
when we talked again about going, she

seemed to think she could not stand it.

The English captain of the Khedivial,

when he heard of her case, offered to send

in the ship’s boat and place the stretcher

in it and then he would lift her up in the

boat on to the deck without moving her

in any way. How kind this was! And
yet she did not feel strong enough to try

it. So we have given it np for the pres-

ent, and she is to-day planning to return

to her own home, if the afternoon keeps

fair. How much we feel for her.” A
letter dated Feb. 18, says that Miss Wylie

was taken to Beirut the previous week.

She is now in the hospital, having the best

of care.

We need not ask the churches to be

much in prayer for our senior missionary

in the Levant, now that it is a day of

trouble with her. The friends in America

can never forget her and her work both

as teacher and visitor. She has wrought

faithfully, and has achieved much, and the

reward is sure.

%
Since writing the foregoing note, a let-

ter has been received from Dr. Jas. S.

Stewart, dated Feb. 24. Speaking of Miss

Wylie, who had been taken to the hospital

at Beirut, he says : “An X-ray examina-

tion disclosed a fracture of the left thigh

bone, and the surgeons decided, for rea-

sons that must not be named here, to

amputate the left limb. The operation

was successfully performed, and, as Dr.

Stewart writes, “She bids fair to recover.”

“I saw her this morning, and found

her resting comparatively easy.” Our

only reason for giving this distressing

item to the churches is to call every fam-

ily in the Church to pray for our beloved

senior missionary. Later news that may
come to this office before Olive Trees

goes to press will be recorded for the in-

formation of her many friends in the

United States.

We regret to report that Miss Jennie

Dean, of Lo Ting, has broken down under

the pressure of work, and probably sailed

for America Jan. 19, 1914, on the SS.

Emperor of Asia, Canadian Pacific. The

Mission has addressed to the Board a re-

quest that she be allowed to spend two

summers in the United States. In a let-

ter to the secretary, she says : “Only those

who have had to return for a similar rea-

son know the disappointment this means.

It is indeed very hard to tear myself away

from my school work in Lo Ting, where

the opportunities are so great. Our lives,

however, are in His hands, and this must

be one of the
f
all things.’

”

Miss Dean on her arrival will go to the

sanitarium at Battle Creek, Mich. Her
friends will please take notice that this

will be her mail address for a time.

Miss Jennie Dean arrived at Vancouver
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(Continued from page 94.)

Class discussion and debate bring out its

many phases and an interest is inspired

which is bound to overflow into the soci-

ety, and six or a dozen persons can change

the spirit of any society.

The Bible plus the needs of the world

brought home to the Christian and the

result cannot help but be an increase

in the missionary spirit.

M. Louise Carson.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Monday, March 9, 1914, after a safe voy-

age of only seventeen days. Besting for

a night in the hospitable home of Mr. and

Mrs. Dunham, she intended to go through

to Michigan Tuesday night via the Cana-

dian Pacific Bailway.

*
Miss Mearns has carried all the extra

work that Miss Wylie’s illness put upon

her, with zeal and all thoughtfulness.

She is not afraid of work, and seems

to be ready to adapt herself to whatever

comes along. She thought she had a new

lease of life when she heard there was a

possibilit}' of Miss Edgar’s return.

Now, we do not want to see her shorten

her furlough, for she needs it every hour,

but I grant that she is needed here, but

then we could get along till the end of

the year one way or another. But this

action is just like her.

—Extract from a private letter.

*
Bev. and Mrs. B. E. Willson and Miss

Elma French expect to spend a few

months on furlough in the homeland this

summer. They have arranged for passage

on the SS. Celtic, of the White Star Line,

sailing from Alexandria, March 27, 1914,

direct to New York.

Olive Trees has received and passed

on to Treasurer S. A. S. Metheny, sixty

dollars for the Y. P. S. C. E. of Second

New York, for the support of a bed in

the hospital at Latakia, Syria, and fifteen

dollars from Mss Porter’s class of girls in

Sabbath school of Second New York for

the support of a Chinese girl at Tak Hing,

South China.

*
We have to thank the George H. Doran

Co., New York, for the March number of

the Constructive Quarterly. We are not

in sympathy with the purpose for which

this Quarterly is » published, and cannot

commend it to the readers of Olive Trees.

The four articles on “Faith” that appear

in this number furnish clear proof of the

absurdity of the modern rage for a union

of all the denominations and sects that

claim to represent the Church of Jesus

Christ. The advocates of such union over-

look the fact that the union for which

our Lord pleads in His intercessory

prayer is that complete oneness of mind

and heart that exists between Himself and

the eternal Father, “"as Thou art in Me
and I in Thee,” and not merely an

organic union that necessarily involves

the surrender of much precious truth and

an acceptance of much error.

The Lord Jesus loves to reveal Himself to those of His saints who dare take the

bleak side of the hill with Him. If you are willing to follow Him when the wind

blows in your teeth, and the snowflakes come thick till you are almost blinded, and if

you can say, “Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead, I’ll follow where He goes,”

you shall have such unveilings of His love to your soul as shall make you forget the

sneers of men and the sufferings of the flesh. God shall make you triumphant in all

places.^?. H. Spurgeon.
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Undertaker and Embalmer

508 WEST 134th STREET
ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

OLIVE TREES is looking every

day for renewals for 1914.

2700 W'rtk. BUeklitM 196$.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

JAMES S. TIBBY jgft&IRg Pittsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRIT FOR FRIC


